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Editorial 


Anapalegy to corespondents 
Inavebaen awa from Bangalors from 418 March i a1e2 May, 
and on my 1elui [tw a pile ofleters, ertides, mary order 


ane! cheques which fave remained unscknowl 
altempt to deal with tom quickly. 


dT il 


May'| remind subscribers again. thatall payments have tobe 
sart to the publisher, §. Srichay, Navoharaih Eniorprigse, 
No, 19.Siur Park 'B! Stet, Seshacripuram, Bangalore 660 020. 


Please do not send payments to tho Editor ae this leads to 
delay 


To exisure thet the Mey-Juna issue is on time (or as near 
scheduled take-off es possible) | hava salecteda fewaricles 
nln were more or Jess resely-mace, requiring no exsting. 
Chronology has been jgnored, but <il acgentable matcrial 
shoud surface during the course of he year. However, | would 
like te meniior again that tre mein objestive of He Newsletter 
J 10 provide enoyable reading about birds. Dry facts and 
statistics, invaluzole of couree for omithology, can go to the 
NIMS, ortho Joumal, oror tho naw publication, MISTNET, 
tire Newsielerof he Incian Bid Cancervation Network (IECN). 
Its a eratiar of greet calistzction *het so many gublications 
relating ta birds and ennservation are coming up. Sa each 
publicaton must network with the others and interchange 
rraterial according tens suit2oiny. signtings of rare bras can 
0 tc PITTA, whose Evter, Aatheesh Fille c-geniees data 
ccaretull ards a parto'theIBCN, Giveme te option therefore 
Tw pebe of your vasbuinl W ule Hewolelters, 
brochures if lee! thal a pertizular outlet is more appropriate 
for ther 


It dcice to use “ery* material containing usctul facts | will 
just aubliah the essence, under the heacing: Information 
supplied by In-case some of you do nat wish your 
ccontrigutions ta be abriegod ploase [dicate this in your 
Foxwarcing keller 


Kibim Diary + 


Ithas been my practice to write a Kihm Diary every yezr for 
the May-June issue repoting on iy vist there during April? 
Muy. [will kip the aucounl this time as we hed the good 
fortune of havina Prakesh Gole ard wife Sivaii with us fer a 
‘week-end in March, and Goles’ article appears in this ieous. 


| would however ike to mention thet while in Kihin, tread an 
extracriinarly fascinating bavs whist | wuutd like tw 
Feconmend In our readers. I 1864, a Frenchman, Louis 
Rousset, lefi Paris fot india ard spent 4 vears wanderngin 
‘our country on foot, horseback, elephant back, camel caris, 
palkhis, and boats. On arrvalin Bombay by ship ha spant the 
four monsoon mnths studying our lenguages. He wes deeply 
Interested in nature and in cur social institutions and his 
‘accountofthelndia of 150 yesrs ago makes delghtul reading. 
“The Bock was fist pubishodin hela! aankary bul there is 
reprint by BR Publioatons New Del in 1976. | give here, 
‘some examples of his vtiing about bids and trees. 


Page 209 al Gungahar near Ajmmer : Hegiments of 
amngos gravely perfenm their arise in the shallow 
ates ancta 200 thom drew up in srzight ine partecty 
siff and motionless vith ther red wings and white breasts 
‘you may easily mistake them for solders at del. A pation 

ibemplace homcalvesin thc pasion a caich the fich, 
luhien the rest oftheir comrades crive towards them by 
beeing nowater ith thir ta (Is this aconirmed actvty 
lth faringes? Are thay such well ergarccod ‘esdore?) 


Nawsater fer Brcwatsnars 


Ey 


age 24 green pgeens in Alner : The mament they 
‘808 the gpansman they reman periacty matianoas and 
Mrequresa pracised eye 0 detect thamamangthegreen 
eaves of the peep tee which they general frequent.” 
(Ce they realy freeze when a gun is polnted at them} 


J have not yor spoke fle mien, Mae ts pe 
eminently beloneingto Certrlinci, andhavingthe sane 
connection wit these wild regions as the cocnanvee to 
tho banker fo ttn Ooonn Providence hagandowed 
it with such wonderful properties thal i supplies tha 
prints Imabtrtsof tesa pinteaur with athe the most 
Innhistis nations nave estate trom the whole untied 
vegetable west 


The mhowah of mawaty (Cacia tli) fe ene oF tho 
inest ;re28 of tne Indian forests, is straight trunk, of 
Immense slemctor, bears its branebes aranged with 
ragulzrtyy and qreccily relcod ike the econses of 
candlaba: and ls dark yer ioiogte procs tlt 
dome-shaned storeys, casing tick shade al arcund 
Towards he end of Febuary ils laaves fall alinaet 
uridonly leeving the tee complete bare, The ratives 
tak up tvese leaves ion they use for many pureoses, 
‘uc as bedding, aoting 2c heaetcoverings. Within 2 
fewdays of shaosing thar 22.09, tho candatsiva tr 
covered with astonishirg rapidity with masse of fore, 
resembling smal round fri, and avanged io olsters, 
These flours 210 the tccweny mena ofthe jungle, ent 
‘an their greater or lessscr ebundence depends the 
Draspeniy aria meaty oF te woe counly. {he pea 
of pale yea colour, fr 2 th Hashy berry, of Yh 
Se a! the gaps, wher leavas oom forthe sarsen to 
158 INrOUgM # EINE eDoNUe: ANE When faly rp, ts 


petal alata The indians ely eliend to removing 
“ie bistveod om around Re roe and avery ovat 
the fatlen fovrers form a thick bed, which corel 
aliled This shower continine savaral days; and eaa 
‘nee progsees an an avarage a hundred ana tanya 
pounds wolgh of vers j 
Calls of indian Birds: Snetal Pale! fas postced = usct 
ane entertaining cassalte ofthe calls ol ian birds. a has 
recorded the vocalsator® of 20 epavis inclusing thoes ol 
Sor water birds whose calls are clfficul te haar og 
Diodforinges sls anv evocels The cals of te sazus and 
common cranes ara dremeti, ar exnceted. An atisobve 
ilustated booket af ha birds recorded ve eupoted withthe 
coassote is available wth a Value Chib, Surat, 91 Serian 
Sree, hihwatives, Siral 306007 Phore 237596 
is Fe. 159 ircusive of pestago. Anitem woth possessir, 
Fraudulence inindian Live Bird Taco: Abra Ahmad, Senor 
Presa Oe)Tafe ce Win VY has became Wat 
knoven for fis res2arehes Into lege bd rade, His 
bce suited: Andrea Monograph fr Gontel 
of legal Trace is Beauly stated uflrl sowing the 
Nelarous ways in whch tadars ly snd cessive cuctorors 
about the identty of he bite, Hara s ona exampla q'ven by 
the cuthor "in mest pers of Ira the large owt Suto spp. 
inclining brow lsh ow (Ketuza zavlaransis) are the most 
Popular birds wed for black megs and superstitions (Al & 
Tipey 1869, Ahmad 1997) aut they are not saci avatnble 
ant are qute sxpensive. Therefore tradete often dye he 
spoiled cust (Athene brara) with ta leaf water anda fe 
trrthers are slick with laiecon ths head ofthe spettod let 
giving tre appesrarnse of « mineturehoened ow”. We ean 
ny wh ale india all suecess, 
Ey 


Red Data Bird - Forest Spotted Owlet 


FARAH ISHTIAG. 


bay Natura! History Sectety, Horr bil House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Mumoai 400 022 


he teliosovery of tha forest spotted owlet cr forest ovlat 

Absene blowit afior 11% yoats provites an unexpected 
‘opporumty to cave the ep2ces, which was: evler presumed 
lobe extinct On 25th November 1997, tne foreet owiat waa 
reciecoverad Ly tree American amithologlets ; Pamela 
Fiesmussen, Ben King and David Abbot in-@ tropical dry- 
esiduous forast Inthe facthlls of Saipura Meuietains near 
Shahada Maharashtra. There is some information on the 
uistibution of tis endemic spaciss, based on only seven 
spaccrians elected in 18808, 


‘Therediscovery providedthe impetus o saarch lor more birds 
insimtarhatitats In central India. Trusa udy was cordusted 
fora yaar (June 1808 uno 7096) ty the Bembay Hatural 
History Society [BNHS) (with financial supe a! Smitrsonien 
Ingitution, USA and Mr. Hang Sigg-Foryski, Switzerland) to 
hisinmore ifermation on the séstus, distribution and biology 


EY 


exeleter for Bievatchers 


ff this snigmatin <pasing The saucy was conducted In 
‘Shahada as the base seme. itis atypical dy-decdusus forest 
zune daring raily by Wak Fecton rams sixee wl 
Legersttcoria parol, Lannoa grandigand Bombax coba. 
“The forest let cut for logging cnca in every 19 years. The 
lvopieal dy-decicusus forest belt Caverses all ouch t 
centra\ part of India eqvating “he stato of hlararasiie, 
Madhya Pradash and Orisss, These were the states fram 
‘where apecimane wri enact In 126078 


Differences between the forast and spotted ewlet 
For years, tha forest spotted owlet has bean confused th 
the spotted owiet Atfiene Grama, though they are quits 
diforent The spotted cwlet has the dotted arcvm up tothe 
Lak of he heed thet gives an improstion of eyabiows. The 
forest owlet has a ‘aillly spattee rod, Ihe pale Buricutar 
lacking a white ren bres anv it has a heart lak fra 
collar which is ight in colour in case of spotted ondet. The 
beast boldly bustus sidesand en uimuredwhte central 
lower portion. The lower under parts an lens are white 
‘odour. The wings are prominenty kendee wih white treling 
‘edge; dark cerpallpaich on heurrdenv'ng, adLivad, shutigly 
‘cortrastngtailbancing wills while terminel band. Adelionaly 
dduiing this strly, | feunel fensles te be slightly larger thar 
‘ales, with more markings onthe braaet anc lags. Tha malas 
{ook mote whitch whion viewed from the front, and tend to be 
moreas:ve arcaators 


Call of the forest owiet 
Before slaring the survay, the fst corcem wae to gat goed 
{ape recordings ofthe vocalizations, which could then be used 
toabiect the preaoncem Iinlotest Ite weoorded cali of he 
forest ovletwas then played back in tha forest Ic lowala tee 
alnes locations. The callsof he farestand spetedowiet are 
found to Le yuilo iste The call of the szotted owt i & 
‘sc8ee", which is usually given befere and aller ina to the 
‘02st, ard sorsatimes wile threaten nga precator. Thoforeet 
owlothas avory snect call het we termed ee song call, he 
spotted owlet has na such compc“eble cal to this song call, 
‘The forest owet does give sciasches ae threats to pretalore 
such ao whits-eved buzzard sagle Butsewr tooes ane Bua 
[ay Coracies tenghatonsis, but these soreechos are quite 
iferenttiam the spettea ale, During he study, werecarded 
five diferent callsof the foias! ole, which wer marta cining 
diferent times and situations, 


The fruest owls is « diurnal arc crepuscular species, while 
the spottedowlet S mele trata. The io soectes ware 
recorded In the same habitats and thay may be stating the 
same resources butusing tiem at ciferet periods. 


“Tre teak planaticsintereporsod with grass epesles such as 
‘©ymtopegen mann, and tseepacioe such ac Lagarstooma 
(atiosa and Bombax coba provide excellent foraging habitat 
totheowets. They were oundicedny on skins, Fogs, fears, 
binds. snakes and grasshoppers Tha fearing salen ef thes 
lets is quite sinpla. They sit and walt 2t one perch while 
scanning tne y outed hut) paunee on the targeted prey, 


Nesting 
InCatobar 1928, | found two pals of forest onlets nesting in 
Toraamal Forest Rarge bentoon uv-b00 m clvation. One 
ofthe reste was cated righton the Shahada-Toranmal tad 
wile te other was in the forest 60d m from road. The gave 
tema re (eae cbr tin Eat alte Te ores so fo 
three located pais in Taloda as wel they wore mantaning 2 
alsiange of 802 200m ln each ahi 


Hing lotus vont |e a wrekor yea roan sestser Ur tals 
from October and encs in March. | never found any pal 
sngayad i nesing eotuies alter Merch except chose that 
afeady had chicks. During thenestrg serie, he male activaly 
brought ood fer the ‘areale vahich spent mistol ts te ince 
the resthcla, The numbar of eos lad In the nest could nat 

detemines, but after $0 days of inoubation, Iwo otis 
ware seen and hearc calling from the nest. | obeerved 
‘Sennbooiiars na well n the some pur ren ie anale fed on 
both the chicks after 40 days of hatching. Asthe owiats were 
‘unmarked it was cifour to-sey ishather the father led on the 
‘Mo chicks ot some ather ackil ‘male verne when the original 
father died or wes oreyed uson. The ‘sams pair’ renested 
‘id Hal two cbse anny ofwhich ono quired suocescaly 


whilst tne ether was predated, 


bservetions were cordustad for ten {ull rights (when the 
‘oor was fll wh tha aic ofa right eoops, to abser ve Bic 
Nocturnal bahavieur.T¢ my surprise, tho owletsdid nal eure 
‘ul alter 2200 hr. The mele roested Inside the nast during 
Incubation butwas not allowed by the ‘amalata stay near ‘he 
nest after halcring. The dlumal ro03:5 ore slose by the nes, 
to monibr the aerrourdings. Afisr January, when the tees 
are leafless, the awlets sit close to the trunk for shade. 


In all, four nests ofthe forest ovat ware lecalled, of which 
‘three nests were found in Shah why ons woul ey Talos 
{about 20 kan frorn Shaheds), Taleda 's ane of the main 
Potential forest owlet iss from where the maxintin number 
fowl sult epacimene were eallocted In ine past. | have 
been able to bzato three pars of forest ont in Taloda Ir 
Decemter 1986 while four pairs ware load in She ml. 


Threats, 
“The maior teat for ne forestowlctis habitat denvadealion. 
June 1288, Pamala ard | went to Taloda in search of the 
foreel ovat. /rounc 5000 heotarse of the plu forast nae 
recently bean clearelled to serve 28 a rehabilitation site ‘or 
People displaces by the Sardar Sarcva’ Dam, About 500 
familas ne lva ie thie sre ard ne the teroeh romoureon, 
‘The Dombay Natural Hstery Socety has started a campaign 
layuirt fhe feling nts aves ard qulie a few have already 
‘iter tothe Prime Minister of India ane the Chief inser of 
Maharashtra, 


Tha second phase of the survey was cordusted In January 
2c00 through « sr-si grant rom Oriental BirdClua, to esareh 
{ot mora bildsin alhst locslions. During this 25 days survey 
(28 Jesiunry-22 February 2000), 25 forest owste(inciv uals) 
‘were located, hich ineluces two riew sites in Maharashtra 
‘and Madhya Pradesh. The forest owist had nover bec 
reparted hem these two sito 


Newsleker fr Breaches 


ar 


‘The ‘orest owiet is one of he globaly treatened, endemic 
bids and come under schedule | species ef the Wildife 
Protection Act (1977) of Incia, There isan immediate need to 

Jovate iodsuuvuiuidstis au prowead aaas. Lam aire thal 
these stes are Important fd Areas (IBA) as Tey mest the 
etterion cf Globally Threalenes Species, It might te sutable 
{6 toby Iie stlna by thee inckiioe Is the qwotnrtee seem 


syste, crit might be sppiopriate for them to be protected 


‘evan joi forest managemert o-eommuniy management 
From this study, | was able t collect some tasic information 
fn the ecology, feacing, nesting and roosting behaviour of 
‘hie species buriweneectta stay sem in mors deta ana with 
tha uso of radolelemeliy. Banding of the forest owlets is 
necessary to difereniate male ard female of the spacies, 
Sines thoy sie quite siiler Inapaesrance, Wiheut ti, many 
‘quastions wal remain unanswered, 


16, 


frat 1'you tu yours! Letween the dcop sea and de 

‘weade? Yeu dent danni, i yeu ane Bin/- watcher 
and a natuie lover, You just Luile a nice eotlaye long the 
8 and enjoy the cool breeze Irem or erter the woods 12 
find out what itsinmzies are dong In skort, the deep sea and 
the dare weadde rotbother yeu ilyou are one oftheir genre, 


Ityou go ta Kim, this is wha: you quickly lar, eepectaly 
‘when vou know thatthe sans cn the beach where you saya = 
mark of your foot had ence ininate'y xnown the gat of Sal 
‘Aland atilanjys the rambles of the present Calor ard his 
we. 


‘The ses beckons you as you stand in the veranda of the 
sania wattage the: exmbination efracksana sana seems 
tebe patfes! to alract manne animals and dies. One steps 
con the beach will grant excienent and expectation. As the 
tide recedse leaving benind smal teck paola, the world ct 
lifle sea anina's is uncovered. Thera you sae the tiny 
barnacies end pazery aystais lapping the Thrcb ef each 
Wave and sea shels such asNaita, 'urbo and lift2potivinkios 
gently swinging wih each actly. Bulwe gresty mies hescstter 
land sereméle of craks and the valvsly vps ol yreou alyat 
that probably ere exposed crly atthe lowest low spring te. 


Bidsseem|o have bunched togelliaras he spring advances, 
Groups of eastein goldet plover stand matonless an recks 
ding nething, probably oning at tha stent hevizare. The 
call ofthe ros anust ye revesberatngin heir ears. Gul-blled 
fess thes pao! Leaies LeUKlay iat ks re ih 100, SUN 
not so the tarax sandpiper wha Irts on tha sand poking up 
tiny fooc ith its upiumed beak, Tha ever Fvely crowd of sand 
plowere ¢ busy toe thougl. some o: thom prelorte enjey ret 


Further on seyvian mwnits a palrat sandetinge, rare on 
seasial Vcharashira and the majestic presence of a Casrian 
tern with bis wunmaninig orange-red beek ready toclseping 
lesser crecturas. He slarnis motionless ianarina others, 
thinking orcbably of the leap in naar that wil take hima far 
beyond the biua herzon. 

With him we ton stare nit ils the sem ant the bse haze that 
slowly risas over i. Bul our ayes ero drawn backward to the 
ceouarira teas wills Inet swaying vests us Uwe wea eer 
‘tikes them. We laoked in vein lr aperchagor soaiing white 


Looking Around Kihim 


ne. SWATI GOLE and PRAKASH GCLE 
Aihimanshroo Sosiety, Off Pashan Raed, Pune 411 008, India 


belied sea sacle. Finding none, we looked further, beyond 
the eacwarions fil our ayes reat on fills of Weetern Ghate 
‘wich pravice such an Inpesing backareund ta our coastal 
‘stip. Brod siesdyoss ort the beach: remincl us ofthe Itimae 
relationship theee twa giants of nature - the aee and the 
‘meuntain ~ bear towards ach other, The sit that = brought 
from ine mountainsby stieamns provides nutrierteand minora 
‘on hich puisate the le in tha sea, the sea in lum generating 
me'sture4aden clouas hat breaine ins nine waods and propel 
the svoams seaward, 


After the sea, avis tomountains should fallew' 2s amalier of 
‘course. A visit to Kankeshwar high up in the hile was the 
ppeogeasnnes lar the neet day, tha eters ontruslasn devine 
Usup before sunrise, Trekking to Kankoshwar as bath dant 
and joyous. The bar, e1vdet lil hyves in Wie Leyla ach 
in your rind a spectre of a temble future as we continue to 
‘misuse ou land, These bleak thoughts gradually shrank back 
rewnllany fiend mang hogan to greet us 29 beth cidoe. 
Soon he buzz of inscats anc flcker of wings were inthe ait A 
tailor bird hopped among bianelies, an lian robin caled 
and 2 rad-vented bubul disarpeared in Lushes. As one 
clinbed higher, iroapsofred-whiskered bu bus raplagad rad. 
wonts, 2 ¥estral houeted and anther faloon vanished ovor 
the comer without revealing ts identity. 


Gradually the wood thickened as mengo and Jamun fieus end 
terminals febrtal pals alatoteivulia vuenueu wr ba sas 
ofthe pan Seng oftheiora ves allowed by the Mt ola apiien, 
Ofiole, But wnat mada us stand eill andlistan were the watery, 
‘guiglng, sciriletingnctesofa stama, te Tarsen oftheforast 
if we may sey sol 

‘As we neared the prexins ofthe tomple camplex and sat 
down fore refreshing cup of ta, the tsi td busi I ie 
‘eae above kept us busy. We eau bulbuls ard coppersmitns 
‘lambering in Ficusbrenches and feastngon ts Fu. watched 
tiaamamngeleahant ines inital Eniach scandens and 
were amused by a juvenile paradiso flycatcher, completely 
Lnstraic, which kept Gisplying its salying cls. The pen 
cf fe shema and the paradise flycarcher rekindled our spits 
as wa slivtad deseoneang 


Fram Kavkeshwar ons approaches tie cotage through @ 
‘woodlain bordered! on ono side by remnants of mangroves 


Newsletter for Beda 


‘and an tho other by uaday fields. In March this oatch of tees 
‘Wes alive with exelted actly of birds parveulatly arcund 
Eythrina trase in reeplendant blossoms. Greyheaded and 
ehminy myvas, tubuls ac drongos, barbals and keels, 
moved about as ilengrozsee in serious business. Ons could 
rt fall fo ba Inatessed by the undergrowth which showed 
abundae!, heakly ‘egareialon of farast species, This 
Sennen oa tn fs rein) when patsy barons 
Who use [to envich thalr fads with grean manure, Bu: al 
(goad thinge neac ta be sivsatenad by bac enae and this 
Woodland was no exception. Hagal icuor tistllaws snowed 


‘idence of cancer that was eating the woods from inside. 
Boyne the Salis rose smuke-balching /dustes heralding 
the ond of tne ‘rational way af lie In eaaatal Maharsshira, 


On such @ background these woods appeared bold and 
‘ceurageous, mark of a IMe-style that respected nature and 
fatempted te werk with an nol against i. incised Khim fer 
ime eyrrbolzes these things: the beach and the wood!andand 
the cottage an ns occuparns Who preter to live Betwean ine 
deep sea ard Ihe dark woods 


[spam on 19 Aviteectabout 12.18 9m. wes siting 
lunder ine dense carcpy al toh cluster of five non-grated 
nod aes anc one Bauhinia. Towering way above and over 
alls one maghiicent, ful grown red sil cotton ree. In 
the month of Ape when the summer temperature in Seuth 
Linar is yet mocieate. eur the sensation of the “loo” (hat 
ssumimerbreeze} over iy face and bey. 


{hadi put aside my reading because.otcorsinuous, agitetod 
bint alarm from insi¢e the maraz-oce. | could spt roxing 
from whore I sal. Moving aside, | noticed sonsicarable 
movernent amidst the lelage. Te source of alarm were five 
ctimsonbreasied barbels CUA). Ihey were napping and 
fight from branch to branch within the mangotope in a 
faily igh ofale. Wheavel# bidd wasmcrnestenly statin ry 
| could nati fis baak wide opsn, breathing heavly possibly 
coh vols aoe Ww ess ts Wu ti ay fst 1 Goud fl ep 
the agent provecatour bu from the actions cf the OBES !had 
a yood idea whero the danger ay. 


‘The breeding cycla had commenced, Crows and eoucals are 
the mreeemunnningy rohbers tara Fates presanen would 

i have been noted by now. thought of the Dhamna, 
ihe rat stake, as ne is e'S0 an Iaveriebrate ervoreal fotDer 
here. Just then, perheps unable to fend anymore the winged 
and vooa intinidailon by the CBs, a bigger bird tcted wirin 
the foliage. My inetinetive quees wae of 2 loaf tir 


Atlas! provocsteir emenged trom the tnliage and alight’ 
Con 2 branch of the Silk Cotton tee. The new leaves were yet 
{eeepc a a ai |e oy vas wear LRH 
(G3), Althe five pursuers wore stl around him butbelng out 
inthe open now, tae was lass ol physésal posturing by the 
(CBE though they kept up their vocal pretest, 


“The binds ware at leest fory feet above ma. There was no 
mistaking thal the GP held in his beek w big morsel Fors 
ost ig his Lh re ite wi Dow louise 
inimnidation, the GB ehenged his stance offen and | thought 
What he held in his Weak was eilher # dragonfly or @ oust 

Tika inset The fomer ls generally nol seen here et tis time 


Chance Insights into the Behaviour of Barbets, 
Woodpeckers and a Flycatcher 


Lt. Gen, BALIIT SINGH 
P.O, Meluekie Ganj £29 208, 


of the year and of tha latter there was litle chance, 
(Unfortunately | was without binoculars bet my bitaes! 
bespectacled vislen is prety share). Whataver. she morse! 
Was of subslance asthe GBhad le make deliberate eforis to 
chewand swallow tover henext2-S minutes. Than, astneugh 
in vieory he called kuloar kuteor twice and flew off leading 
the CBBs helpless on the Seemul and myself with a oageul 
at renjestures 


Ave GDsinssetiveraus alse ? Evanifsa, why hail that have 
acitaied the C3B:? Were the CBEs compeling Tov th same 
piey? lec the GD fect preyadion hater, frashhaichings 
of the CBs? | have ocxasionally seen a GB allempting to 
Usurp the caviy-nest of the CBs Lut in affect the GB nay 
Wall haus Feen neeying? | omained vigilant iy Rareh-Apri 
this year but had no luck for confirmation. 


Over to woodvecksrs, Almost all of my bid sightings and 
obsewaions are on my morahg walks or when | walk out 
with our dogs; feur lovable, handsome, compact Adivasi 
mergrals endemic to South Bihar only and ane biue-Hoodied 
yellow Labracer. On 18 February 2020, ercund CB09 am, | 
{act afleetng gimpsa of two rackatialeddrengas keeving our 
owage compoune. Thay had probadly deen on one of our 
Soomial ees, ha favcured feecinn pero sith most birds at 
this time of a yeer. So Imeuntac.a vig around O¢ p.m, rom 
2 cornar of oln compound from whore the emepics 0! all the 
seven Seemals ara sible, As | scannedfor the racket-tlled 
diongo, an Ihe eras! al one Seerval | noted three lesser 
‘olden ‘backed voedpeckers and then scannedon. Momants 
laiet it cocured to me that the woocpecke's ought fo have 
been enine mein bunk ofthe tee, their usual hunting aroun. 
\Whatware thes ding onthe top mostbranches ami clusters 
of Seeial fevers 7 With ten magnification bnoculars and 

re-was jist no cout thet these three 
\woodbeckers had Beit beaks andheacs deep inside he ample 
ops a1 Seumallioners. Every nowand inen meWoodpecears 
would move over to anciher cluster and enthusiastically dip 
Ino the ower 2up. Thoy kept ati for 3-5 mincies when the 
artval of@ raven drove them away. 


eltor for ieuathers 
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‘Were these weedpecters feacing cn theneztat ofthe Seemal 
flowers? Wers bey picking ou! ans and insaets which could 
have bean insice the cup of the corola ? For, Ihave noticed 
flowers yy ssp an e yama e praterie ee 
moving about the tick duster of stamens inside the cup of 
the flower 


| mace detominod alternate fer cortirmaton aver tne next 
three days. The woogpeckers if show up but they showed 
no intereet in the Seeral Howers, However, | gota cifras 
Ipaight in the proceast the iaree and white-eyes feeding on 
{he nactar of the Ssemal lowers 


Then there is this chance abservetion at 2 biaok-nape% 
monarch liycatcher, around 0700 @ m on 91 May 2900. My 
wife hes a small water tank ospebialy created fr the pat while 
geese. There are three snisiset bora bushes to the west, & 
slump of aoe fe tho natth, 2 ouctor of lawaring oannae te 
fhe gust anda enall pen spas tothe south tho tank And 


Thats where | oat when thistiyeatcher arrived. He was in that 
sate of fyperactiviy anc chattar as tirds aie in the coo) ofan 
ally ering, Then fer ona mamnen. he was silent and 
Itsiundens postive wn « poll Lauyativites al the eye ot 
thetank. There ar2mosquileesand Uoirlanvas on te surfece 
ofa water. May ba that's whal the rmonarci had discovered? 
For, ina fie, ha mark anhalinw dive aimest amin te mice 
ofthe lank, fer aflash touched the water-surlace wih his breast 
nd ulgivedunatbeeia heortah, Dido ena pic trasyato 
or ana in this ewallow-ike acior? Was he’simply attracted 
tp fhe walerso ac ta wetand coolhis beey? nave on earlior 
seaeione, in April-May, eeen the paradise fycatchardive and 
skim the watoreurface ofa similar waler fark inour compound 
a6 also over a small pocl in an otherwise cried bec of a 
seasonal steam bul t was always al the hotest pert of the 
day arourd 03-04 p.m, Ihaé then surmised thatthe bird was 


as 


Bird Count at Nalsarovar : Experiences of a Participant 


ABDUL JAMILUNFL 


‘Sundarvan Nature Discovery Centre, $M. Noad, Jochpur Takra, Ahmedakad 280 015 


Nittszevet ste erst nara ard stand of iaat 
Jand an extamely slgrilisant biodiversity conservation 
site, Flaaders ray recall aisles about t in eeror esues of 
fre Newsletter by Gaurier (1954) and Madge (1986). Since 
1892 the Gujarat Forest dopartment hasbeen monitoring bic 
Pepulatione of Nalearevar ina planned marner with the Rolp 
of volunteers ard amatour birdwaichars. Tha bird censuees, 
‘ovidineied by DCF Mr. Uday Vorahhaye been dane inJanuary 
vary align yenr from 1982 onwards (except 1998 When 
counts could not be dong) wih the (win objecives of 
understanding long term pepulatten trends of migratory 
waleriowl and tie Impact of haniat menagement practices 
en them, This year the Nelsitavarbird census was organized 
fon 5 and 8 Februaty and | aus lucky lo be invited for 
paricigation, Wih the prospect ofan excting waskond ahead, 
{started maling plans for going to Nal 


‘Counting birds i a hoy matter. A population ef bids f the 
‘mbar of insvidusls (of given spesies) in-an areaibu the 
nurrbat seldom stays constant for any length fimo. So while 
aveting to Nei | coutan't hep thinking about mis (most 
probably fictional) ancodote, 

In the cout of Akbar, the great Mughal omperor, Bibl was 
‘he brightest jewel, well known for his intelligence, wit ard 
bumor. The clher eaurliets vere very rnuienthim and often 
lotied to embarrass him in frent of he emperor. The stoy 
20e8 that ence all the couslais yo bayer std Mette ek 
Plot They told the empowr, ‘Huzcor, Bibel is said to bs the 
wisest mar in your kingdom capabla ofdeingimpossi lac. 
But we would ke tn fest shatter nis rally £0 clever, The. 
emperor agreed. ‘N Birbal sso wise then, can he tal ushaw 
many eros ivein tho ci 


Biba replied, huzocr. can tell yowhow many eros ive in 
‘he city but need three days to do my calculations 


{tnt aocm Ike an eesy tesk to court all the erows in the 
city and £0 the time was granted Eisbal 


Thyme slay ler ube Firbal war arled about hie progres 
he replied, Huzccr, Ihave counted all the crows in the cy 
There are exaciy 5878) 


This answer took ovaryone by surprise, Someone asked, 
‘Whatif there ate mers than this ? Pat came the reply, They 
‘ould be those which le into the city te meet thelr elatives, 
afr Linihert the en 


And whatif there are less ? 


“Some cioms left tha city to meet their relatives in the 
neighbouring toart 

The courtiers knew that they had been outwitted. In 
desperation ong of thain seid, “This muriber canot bo true 
You have made it up’ 

Birbal replied, Very well then, you count t 
26 it yor eatimals matches mine, 

This well now ‘Ath Birbal joe undersesres en important 
Paint about the pitfalls of counting bids and the dyreric nature 
of thei populatias, All anil Populations are Intusnesd by 
emigretion {going cut) and immigration (corrine nin the shart 
tear and by adkition of now members through Bit (nately) 
anc loss due to death (mortal) inthe long term. Fiqures of 
bird populations, if censuseé poribdically, cen be most 
‘meaningful ifthey a compare wih come pre-2xistng figures 
andif each ine the counts ave done ina standardized manner 
calminating the effects of local migraton, bid visility cx 


yoursolf and 


uM 


Newsletae tar Rintwatahens 


‘Qn reaching Nalon the alarnecn o Sth February cscovered 
‘that coveral participants hac already crved, Seon the crowd 
yell ill hore were akeu 60, including 44 from the Forost 
department stetf and the rest vole birdwatchers from 
different waiks¢!lile: jeachers and university lecturers, 
employees of private companies, doctors fan oothslraioaiet 
and a dentist cued), members af ervirenmenal NGO's 
felt Klary ofthe Whas-whr in nGuaaret emithotogiee circle 
\worethere and several iad paiteipated in neprevious counts 
‘Aa happens, in no time the birdwatchers teok out thelt 
binoculars and mounted ter telescopes and camaras on 
ShinGs. This wes someulel reminisrent of & shended sem 
aaneanara assueingy i fll sn bemutiel our when pul back 
Into the water. The air vas abuzz wih fttering of feathers, 
sscunss of birds and tho cacophony cf brcwatchers as they 
excitedly wen abcut ide ilying Jers, ll, waders sd duce, 
In dus course we were rounded up to discuss the plan ef 
faction Winion, 28 Wa eocn eienevered, wae wall plepared by 
Me. Yora ang his colaaques. All ishing activly inside the 
Senclue'y was suspended fer vie days on which the bite 
‘census was on, to minimize the eflocs oi distutbanca, While 
inthe previeus ears Ihe bir popcietions of Nal were sampled, 
this yrara total ecvnt of hirds in the eoen water area wae to 
bo attempted, Fertnls purpose the entre wetiand was civided 
Inlo 21 zones and the patlcipares were insisted tovist aach 
Zone, in ivo's 0} boats ahd ecint the hivls, Fant team was 


{quer a map ne sanctuary wilh his or her aree marked out 
‘The-efore the frst exerc'se af the day fer each team was te 
become familier with their erea and its boundariga, A 


prelininary counting sxsrcieo wae also te bs dena. 


‘The tea! ecuinirg avant was on fh Fahilary whan all he 
teas had lp simultaneously count bids in thelr respective 
zones ketwean 8-19 arm. 85 07 the rext day we were all up 
at the crack ef dewn ard wilh @ Hberal supply ef facd and 
water provided ay the Foes! dapanlinant, sel olf to our 
assimed aris, These leans whose counting areas were far 
away om the chore had io leav a cetp ect heirs in acvance 
Ss that "189 couldbe n postion atthe appropriate tira. The 
guidelines for suunling birds were stancarc and avenything 
1 cio Hal wiih & zante was fo be EquTIeS. proviges tnt 
‘was not merely fying over 


“Thos of you iho have nen to the Nel weuld know fat its 
first impression Is ve'y clsaopalnting. Urilke sey Bhavatpur, 
Nal lacks the aesthaic elements in is landscape and from 
tHe shota wll you-actoaly-see 2 vast sheet! plactawater 
vet huge ramner ni wainninis, appecingustas tiny ots 
‘onthe hrizon.Butscan, asthe place grows on you, the fer 
elements cf ['s rustic beauty start becoming’ apparent. 
iis only on a boat ide that its full chau unfos, 
y sroathly onthe stil we:2rs, wth @ sight mist 
= Horizon, np 1 ar, bye niouning sun peeping through 
the sails of cis tht boats and bir all srcund yeu, 


Inwras only by 1 p.m. thatwe all returned to the shera and sat 
down te disciss the tile ef the day. ail af 8 eamtinea hack 
seen about 190 species of walerirds, The twchers in our 
group were vow thrilled for en Indian skimmer a new record 


‘er Netsarover Bird Sanaluary- hadi bee seanthat day. Some 
cthar interesting species recorded wore great crested crabes 
ard a qaicon pever. Hutthoaa who had partcizatad in the 
previcus counts ware disappointed that the population of 
‘comiron cranes this year was tow, only 26c0 compared to 
(042.000 seen in come cf the earlier counts 

In ourpost-count meeting a poirtwies re'sed that since certain 
types ie (uoh as hose which remain hidden in tne reed, 
forexaine) end up in being under represented the census, 
the methods sould be suitably modified to take thie 
tlsorenenay inte acount: Iniereatingly, tha ergenizorn hve 
heen changing the methodology, probsbly for good reasons, 
stantirg nih a sampling approach in 1282 (uristege stratified 
systenate sampling, to Use tie technical argan) and moving 
ver to a whole sount i 2000, While the ‘ntention ef counting 
evening prperie agoed ena, roalty ie, alan, varydiferant. 


One of the key features of any ecolegical monitoring 
programme is that is cbjectives aro sat wall oeandit 
has to be custaince "or a corn period of ima, ¢ decade or 
mere (Goldsmith, 199%), Dusto this reason the methodology 
hnas to be Kept constant otfervs ‘up comparing 
‘apsles with orarges ffcm year to year. Aiso, bird censuses 
‘ona large sea'e are a costly ard tme consumirg operation 
and ir any general gaunt io against a epecioa pete ore) 
‘certeln drawhac<s will elvaysbe there. Staisto'ans atten talk 
absut accuracy an preciaor. id ed veant cou 
to be doth accurate ard orociso. Bul same waull argue ‘hat 
sinoe true accuracy isciffcut to actieve ih pracice, skiving 
forprecision, by keeping the error term sonetant is of. MMsast 
‘you are comparing apples with apples, 

Althe end of the day we omrted, hanpy 2t having spent an 
‘excting weekend and met fellow birdwatchers trom detent 
‘pats of tha stata. 1may and by saying tha! the Gujarat lorest 
<deparment is nct unique in organizing bird countsat inportent 
Wellands, ag iideed severe cther states nim alsosloing * Fit 
pochaps what is laudable in Suatel is the large scei= 
pariebiton of yeluntsers end the acknowledgment of thei 
experisety the forest department. Vany tirdwvatshers, nthe 
pulsul otrarites en up inrecucing srawatching oan aetivty 
kin osskanpeollecing But by perticipaingin usetul programs 
like bird counts their skills are pul to good use for tha 
‘concervaticn af bir hebitate. 
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The Crows 


Wht is there thet san be said azout then? Have they net 
suffidertly cast a shadow on our lives, lft their black mark 
fon our pleesentest memories, yea, even their scars on our 
lepine ard tempers? Vel it le impeasihia to nace ther 
ver. can call up na vision of Indian if withoutorews. Fancy 
refuses to corjure up the Ile bungalow at Qusypere in a 
happy siete of orowlessness. And ifthe mind wanders away 
te other times and distant scenes, the erow pursues it It is 
‘tting impucently in the hotel eindeye, ia wallena without 
Jeave in at the open door of the treveter’s bungalow, It is 
promenading In frontof the tent, rider the mango tore. Oniy 
‘when in thaught we Ge back te happy rambles sway rom the 
hum of men, : 


Wirere things that own not men's dominion dvel, 
su mone foot nattne er or rarely been, 


Js the herrid phantom absent. On the breezy hiltop, wit te 
‘scented grass; ts ferns and wid flowers, écanin the solerm 
ravine, where the whistling schoolboy’ tunes ismellow throzt 
and the slisking spurtoml eters away among the rusting 
leaves, youmest no cow. Ihe aris to2 pureand the calmness 
{co siveet. Ihe crow s a lungus ol ily fie, = corollary to man 
and sin. It laurstins ints ninisphans a great manicnaleies, 
and is rot wanting in tha adovous precino's of the obscure 
village ianooatit fall 


alvaney 


Many ctourfrontier tibes have unclensant tats of character, 
and in some the catalogue cf vices islong and te redsering 
Vitues are few, But the crow diffs from tham alin that 
tory abandoned. | have never been able te disaovor any 
shred of grace about crov. And what aggravates this state 
olthingsis the imposture of ls outward appearane. tatfacts 
foheraspastahln and entirely igneree pifilenpinien, dreeees 
like a gertloman, carties lise jeuntlly, and examines 
venting mith one eye in a vay which willceralrly bring on 
2n eya-aless in time, if there fs 2 scrap of truth in the 
development thecry. Butfor this defiance ef shame ane might 
{eel cioposed to make sionances forthe urhapiy influnicee 
‘of tsi for, in rut, it would be strange fa craw developed 
an amiable character. Even.a consistent carger of erie riusl 
be loee damotalizing tra tha alate vagabondago by which 
itmaintains sol. I bogins ts lay by walzhing the vererah 
‘here you take your chota hazrce, in hope to steal the toast 
Whoa that hana ineicanpainradit wings te wayrtn he Karna, 
vivereitcontends with anothor crow forthe romains ol a cead 
Leanucoo! fattened by a passing eartntnee) Then, recellecing 
that Ma breakfast hour Is near. I hurries beck, net to lose iis 
chance of an eqgshell or a fiathene. On the way k notices a 
now fledged sparow trying te lecble wings, end, pouncing 


Crows, Babblers, Sparrows & Mynas 


(Extacl by Lt. Gen. P.S, Joshi, Commendent, Tha College of Combet, Mhow, Madhya Pradesh 453.441) 
ha Dink Led ey A antoay Ete By FAV. Vem, QU" Dat 1 


down ruthlessly, It ceries the helpless ile sinner away to a 
‘convenient bough, where tts sndpulsilto pieces and allects 
fot & hear the pitiful screams of the heartbroken parents, 
Tater anit is watching a iia stream of water hy the radsichs 
‘nd aluoking cut emall fshos as they pass, of itis vexing a 
fhoyii ped fou, oF thas opie a ears UF Dyin ets sed 
is sting down wity a mised company to supper. For anther 
instance, take the flowing, which I mysel witnessed, and 
say E anybody could have 4 hand In such a transaction and 
preserve his sell-raspact A large garden lizard had wendared 
Uneisely fa fra i es, whit Iu vivwrs Ubetved il aed 
sew their edventega. They alighted 2¢ once and inttoduced 
themselves, ike a couple of carc-sharpers. Then the lizard 
flsn tone in the sistation, and, wheotng alsout made forthe 
nearest trees. ‘Net so fast,’ quoth one ol the crows, end with 
{nex sivelonghops, cauphlthe tip of s ail and pulled it back 
jagain. Then the zard reddened to the ears with offended 
arity, and swaling tke the frog inthe fable, squared un for 
tha fight fer lizards are no cowards, But the crows nad nat 
tie least Intention of fighting. They remeined e9 cool as 
{eucurnbrsane meray 190k up positon an apposie ses at 
the fzaid. The adventage of this formation was that, it 
presented its Font tothe ane, ithadto prosert its tll to the 
tthe’, and so, as often as it charged, it was quiety replaced 
‘on the agotiran wnichit stated. Now, to be continually meking 
vellent shes fonrart und corutrwally geting pulled back By 
yout tailmust be very discouraging, and aftor halt an hour or 
so the lizard was evidently quie sick ofthe situation, Bul as 
ite epirite e2nkcthe crows’ pitts rove. Thairtamlariioe grow 
more and more gross, they pulled t about, poked tin theribs, 
‘awed in ils very face and finaly tumad Itaver on tts back, 
‘white whe breast towards the sky, and were preraring to 
carve il, when suddenly the squirrel gave a shrill warring, a 
pani¢ seized tho hens, and the two miseroants just fra time 
ta dart aside, one this wey and are that, as a kile, with 
‘wnithving sop, cashed between tem and bors avay the 
lizard in its tals. They stared after it with a gece of utter 
onplussation 


{ido not krow about the Afghans, but a policy of masterly 
iractvity will not do for the orowe, Their poaulatione and 
irsolence alvys extend to the fini of your Inleration, and 
tiey keep themselves acquainted with those limits by 
Peperiment 1 gn in far keening un my practign with them. | 
shoet a crow once a month er so and nengit up in terrorem. 
Thishees such an excelent effect that no crow ever sits on my 
vindow and cives thres auttural caw in the caverns ofits 
toe, with intent insu, es they co zt other people's houses 
nor are ther evering sonvocations holden on my rec! 


In April ang May ctowe mato nocle of atidio and line hom 
vith ooir ar horsehair exacted fein a allies, orevenwith 
Seva Weler wie stolen From the utler's ita hoari! In thes 


as 


Nenslote for Biniwatchers 


‘theybring up thres or four callow criminals in theirawn image 
I mate el such proceed ngs pena shoul my premises, forthe 
‘uly anu uty fan yw Ue sions Weyer iusto 
jokedness than their can inbred depravity. They wll 
Approprate hen! ages, murder nesting pigaons, attempt the 
lie of tho canary, and avery now and then starve you with 
soma antiraly nes ws wr nie ian 


Hat yrsing things raha nee eraging We mira mv 
unlovely 23 we grow cldor, What is pratier than a downy 

icken, a precoziovs kid, a young mouse nt en inch long, 
rina Ite woolly rage of poror arian rabbi, wen 
fist shows iis round face at the coor of he nursery? Butnew 
Nledeed crews are a staring exception fo the rule. They are 
racsless sili, with ylaaeud eyes at tae ned as, 
‘hici they show you about thiee times a minuts. wien they 
‘pen their mouths to emit an inane caw, They should be put 
to ceath ofthis, 


Allthe caove remarks rforf coursoto the gray necked erow. 
To make thom apalieable Wo tie large black oro, thay enue: 
be disccunieditentofifteen percent, There is some sturdiness 
of character inthe back crow;It fs adownvight, above-board 
DBlackguarc and niy feetngs tovaids thave sunesenbisnes 
otresnect 


The Seven Si 


1s (The Dablior Thushos Malacoctcus} 


‘As usy a5 the mynas bul less sliant i ther warking, ae 
these sad-coloured birds, hopping about in the cust and 
incessantly talking wha thoy hep. They are called by tha 
Falieon? ha ivr Siento oor i Rav Wee comm 
litle cifference on hand to sete. Fighting? Net at al; do not 
be misled by the tore of vcioa, That heptachord clamour is 
not expression of ary sang feelings. [ls only away rey 
have. Thoy always exchange theie can menpines 
nexineghoour was out of hearing they could out os quiet 
they might pass for tha bankers among the birds. They look 
fry romps Bul iu iy aki a aber, thee 
behaviours unseemly. The Saven Sisters pretend te feed ea 
insects, bu that i oaly when they cannot get pers, Look at 
‘them now! The who's ianily, @ selpemviate of si, ainorg 
our marrow-4at peas, aptbling snd asking, And His of ro 
Use io expel them - they will reum. Whom ie ight they wil 
@ off ana great deal ot preiminaty talk to Mer respecte 
Foardien — hewn, fs 

quarrelsome as Suratars during the pepper harvest, are 
sociable and lodge togatner. The weak point ci this 
errangement fs that often « bie 

along tow of closaly packed snoozete — has a bad cream, or 
Toses his balance, ard insianly the shock flashes gong the 
Ine. The woke ctormiony tzAsu9 at ents wit inc griatken, 
and much bad language is bancied atout promscuously in 
the dark, The abusive shower al lengih slackens, and 


seas ilther 


Thess ive, gh at fee a 


ethapathe mies ene of 


‘quezulousmanooylables andindstinel aniinal noises take he 
Hlaco ot tre ceptemfluous (Fuller hae sancifiad the word) 
Nisam, wien some ini! tary exasperata at the 
ungseny in, sup his voioe in ernonstranca, andrekindas 
tne sinauldering fi, Someimes 10 suddenly breaks off- 
suggesting te a Istena! the Icea thet hs next neighbour hal 
nll kis’ bie bit mee eftan tha rich efi irreparable, 
andthedin nnsits course, aqaindvindesaway, andisagsin 
rel pohaas mors thanonce, deforeali ects araealelyayan 
undo wing 


Ihe Spsnrow 


"The onary eid Luther, im mart varaeiaue anil, 
does great harm to the crags. The Hebrews cal it tschip" 
andit enould 2e killed wherever found. It's Emila Scuestra 
ha cals asspacrow the nigrlagele ofthe routs and says 
nat‘otr chimney-pets erehisforests, and ourslateshisarsss 
lots, but incine totake less lientview o! the genus Fesser 
‘As we rosont heikenoas fa ourcalves which tho monkey tbe 
posses, ¢9 we fol injured ay th famitarcommuniem ot iho 
sparton. He professes to move on the seme plane with 
‘man —cur chimney-pots are nis chimny-cois and ours 

i slates, bu ou" forests and gress-plo's are none the less 
his also, There isin his denortmsnt nore of the deference of 
4 skanger witen he creseas your threshold. His entry s that 
1 acanquercr toa hesti ety. Hebbagins dy puting rmsalt 
sn an quali with you, but 206 atregtee superonty. Ho 
holds tha man by nctural selection wil devclep inta tho 
spaow, but m his present hybrid state crtcizes him as th 
foolwhe bulls houses lor naw'se sparen. Show maaman’s 
house and | vill show youa soarraw’s castle: point out. if you 
can. a statle vhich the sparrow doasnotshare ith the horses. 


He isthe gamin of birds — chist vagakond oi the a. He Ris 
‘who oromes witheutsaymentintoplaces cf oubllearsement, 
urbe Divino Servioa by a rane wilt te hired on th ats 
tells, or perches zbove the Commandments and chitos 
imendtoncusly trough the sermen, His cranial develoament 
ib yaty vow —Nel ap, olumiiger ep rabiztauh v jeopy 
bulgy behing, typlcel cf arose amativeress and glutony: end 
putly al the sides wer lodge the douils of dasrructivencss, 
levilspesieng lying andstendenng. thisionemian communist 
hagas theith—war rit—the raxentment alma 
no ‘onger racist his inbusions or retaliate for hie raping. Ho 
has acquied a prescviotve rch to de iniquitous and go 
Uunpunted, But te ecm not ureteric thie, In bse aaron 
he insolensy imagines that he has compelied acquiescence 
anctreals us as a conquetedrace, Inanotier arlene wile 
met wht sreting in bie vay of detest), lower In Bnet 
=the bacuaof one whe has benafted hi fallow-men— vill 
svveqger through the fields ofamararth and roy, and take to 
htmselt mere then fis share of acpodol 


Nonlotior lor Sirdwatehies 


a 


The Mynas 


‘There ate undoubtedly among the teaihored raco some to 
hou u Republic would prosantitsall as the more perfect 
form of goverment, art to none mote certainly then to tia 
Mynas. The myna ts, athcugh a moderate, 2 very decided 
putllean, for scbarin mind as wel as in apparel, ne sets hie 
face ageinst such van fivolties as the tumbing of pigeons, 
tha mereticious dancing ef pastor, and the gaudy 
Dedizerinent othe mirives, holting that ie is real, He is 
erect, 2nd ule worme ore fa be found beneath the grasa, 
tobe spent in serous work. The myn, thecetora, views wih 
seme displeasure the dilotianta hawking of bee-ealers and 
the leisurely caportment of tho row ghoasant; exsnat ko 
brought to see the uly ofthe lujurious hoopos's crest, ard 
loses all patience witn the kosl-cuckoo for his idle habit of 
spending hi forencons jn tuning hie voiee. For the plist 
kingfisher ha entertains a moderste respec, and he hokds in 
sn te industrous woodpecker; but ne scapegrace parrot 

Is an abomination te him end, hed he the power, bo woud 
allogather exterminate ihe raze of humming bids for thelr 
tiling over ile. Life wath tims all werk Cf course he has a 
wife, and she celebrates each aniversary of spring by 
presenting him wih aneefulot youngrynas, buthar enmoany 
rather subdues and sabars him than makes him frivolous ot 
giddy for es the myna i, Ns uife is — ef ene eomolexion of 
Feather anc mind. A pair of mynaa remind one of a Dutch 
burgher and his frau. They arecomfortably dressed, wel fe, 
of a grave denortment, ancl s0 respectable that scendal 
Inesilale (o whisper tier name, In the emoty babble of the 
Seven Sisters, the irulless controversies cf finches, the 
Diekeiing of amatory soarrows (evaly spairow is al heart a 
Fake), or the turin o ites, they take ho part — holding alcat 
ale fcom the manarchical exclusivenges of the jasious 
aptoras and the demecrat communism ef the crows. The 


inyna shrinks ftom the neighbouhoad of the strong ané 
‘asents tha companionship ofthe humtle. He comes ofa race 
cf poor artecadants, and he has ro Inaage worth buasting 
of, The crow has Greek and Latin memories, and for the 
antiquity of the sparrow we have the testimany bt Holy Wt. ft 
fs thie that inthe stories of Inde the myna has frequent ané 
honourable mention; but te authors s2eak ofthe ilkbird — 
4 notable fowl with strenge powers of mimicry, and always 2 
favourite withthe paoplo and net tha homaly Qual bite 
‘who so cigenty searcice aur grass:plots, aid inay be seen 
‘rom dawn to twilight, busy et his appointed work — the 
‘consumption of litle grubs. The lust ef the green paret for 
‘orchard biigandage, oF ofthe proud stormashed kins-crow for 
tulle with his kind, are as whimsical capices, fancies of the 
momert, when compared 10 the steady assidulry with which 
‘his Puritan tird pursuas the objet of his emeation. And the 
result is thal the myn has ne wit. Intetigence ishis ota high 
‘order, tor busy as he may be, the myna descries before all 
‘others the faraway speck in the eky which will grow ints 
hawk, and itis thom the niyna's ery of alarm thet the garden 
becomes frst aware of the danger that is eoproaching. But 
wit ne hae none: 1H only may of wa ty 
hold ofits tail ane pull out o its hole — goneraly breaking i) 
in the midzle, and losing the bioger helt. At night thee mynas 
sovially congiayals lwgether; end, with a clamour quite 
‘unbeceming thelr character, make thei arrangamantsforthe 
right, coniancing fer an ansclute equsdity evan in sleep, 


Wt ens 


Has itever stuck you ow fortunate ts forthe word of birds 
that ot the twanly-tour hours some are pessed in darkness? 
‘nc yet without the protection of night the earth would be 
ssuretly depopulated of small birds, andthe despots, whom 
the myras ates, would be left ono to contest in internecine 
conliot Ue dominion othe er, 


ce 


[iz ethaadedfabon Fats cea sonin Ku n 
the wel-woodod atoas. alihoih this epecies is not 
conmanin Kutch, itis dstrbuted in the entire diet ranging 
trom tne fringes ofthe areal and litle an to the Beri 
jrasslands a well asthecoastal boltthe topical thom fret, 
and the rigated fields. The excessive use ct exgan-chloine 
‘arc ether Ithalinssotoides te eantral the crap poste is 
becoming the main cause of concem for keththe insexiverous 
bis and the birds of prey 


Redheaded Falcon Sightings in Kutch 


LK TIWAR) 


Asi, Manager (Wille & Environment), Nature Conservation Centre, Sanghi Gaments, 


Sanghipuram, Not-Ber, Abdasa, Kutch, Gujaret 370 655 


Some interesting observations wars made on the bulawisur 
ff the redheaded fslcon over the past ten years (see Table 
1). They nest on thadasi baboo! ree ortamarindirae (@ nests 
seen sofai). The house crows ere seen harassing the nesting 
faleens,inone case the neat was abardtonod ulier one chile 
as lllsd by the house eraws at Chachlo vilage. 


‘The future of the birds of prey could be safe etleastin tho 
‘opi tham forest areas of Kutch, But the forest clearance 


Nevstetter for Brewatchers 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


WHITE@ACKED VULTURES IN THE THROES OF AN 
UNIDENTIFIED MALADY iN THE DALARAM AMDAJ! 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY IN BANASKANTHA DISTRICT, 
GUJARAT. LIMA HOSALIKD, Genie for Envrcoment 
Fiduca, Nery Foundation fr Develeoment. Tale Tetra, 
‘Abmadabad 330 054 

‘The Balarem Ambajl Wilts Sanclvary isincetadin re narh- 
pasta tipo aroisicariia Pistnet oovaring an area of £41 
sq, kms. The sanctuary lies f the semi arid biogeographic 
zone (Wl elassificaton), The topugiaphiy ranges hom 167- 
4090in, above mean 32a lavel. The eres forms the western 
‘end of the Aravallrenge which forms ratural Boundary to 
th expancing Trat ‘incur! Hustram sort Ambaii ate two 
linportent pilgrim certs inte sanctuary of he same tame, 


iver Sabeimaticriginales{rom tho AravalliHils ih Rajasthan 
fn foiwe slang the sastor borcor coparsting Eananlantin 
and Sabarkaniia dts, 

Both tropical moist deciduous forests and tropical éty 
lesion lorsats oecut ty Anke range, The entre awa is 
hily end itered with rocks and huge boulders. The whole 
area is Itered wih mires for arbi euarrying and marbie 
processéueinvlusry which Is the mainstay for empiayment 
‘oppeturities in the region, 

A team from the Centre for Environmen'al Education had 
visited the area 10 exrlore the possibiltiae ef conuating 


‘outdoor education and in‘erpretation activities for those vsti 
the sencuary. On 19th Aucus!‘99 allernoan when on a field 

al officers tha sanctuary | came across, 
yHtobad:es vultuessitingatep the rose, /acusualaunted 
‘heir numbers bul fr amorent.|feltthe posture ofthe vultures 
(wes rol righ. In all ay vuure watching years (1 nad putin 
some yearsin the Bird Hazerd to Alreras Projectile the 
Bmtisy Natural History Socic'y (BNHS) end have watched 
‘ontiran ant kite siting an the tanmas al the Juhu aimrt and 
every cthor dumping grourid I could lay my eyes on!) | had 
Inge see Us eu asks uraop to Such veers Every 
thing was net alten with these bids! thoucht Whatwith the 
‘yuture waterets crying hocrse abou: tho slate of vultures in 
the Rinarsinur sarctuary, | hacked with te Insian Vulture 
‘Specialist Coup ~a nawiy constituled yroup ithe BNHS to 
‘rch wfomialon on us vulures. OF. ibn Prakasn, 
Princival Scionsct ANS stetes thatthe vultures enpoarto be 
strkenby aciseaso wilh syrplems that incur the leds siting 
lechargically ith theirhaarts hangingiew Thierondiianlacte 
for about 30-35 days after which the Birds de. What | had 
seen thea inthe Delaram Avabail Vita Santis ioe rou 
(090 vulturasstiken wilithisdiseaso, Twa to trae Individuels 
‘ic not seem strken by the disease yet andappecrad inthalt 
roma sting posture, 


‘The Baleram Ambafi area is a maior pilarim cane, with 
thousands af plgrens visting me plaea curing the “shravan 
qi! ‘There ara faites forthe allem either to rest or 
Leshhe. As most pligiims corre fiom ciferan pars a! haste 
they normally take a dip is the Sasssiall iver which pesses 


ease fn eons 


Trough His saiaty, They Kail in Use Yow, wash Ahel 
‘lcthes etc. his activity courted with the mina aethity has 
probably aggravated the eliendy Iraglle ecosystem aroun 
the pork ane probly ths denizens of the park as wel. Ths 
needs futher investigation 


ALEXANDRINE PARAKEETSINOFI HII! SINGH RAM, 
Flies Flats, Ashok Vihar (Plasy 3), Delfi 110 052 

was posted in Deh inthe oar 80s and now, after a gap of 
‘almost 45 yoars, | am hore once again. My Deli birding 
aumiishons aie thus spread over twe decades 


‘One of iy favoutily leis has baee the Lost Oasden, and 
not only for the opperuniy to waich birds. Thiawas, and sll 
',& feiry well-kept garden wih gocd gathe for walking. In 
sadkilion, ete area number of menuments or the Lect and 
‘Sayyid periada of Dolh's Noterythatrmawe tne perinteranins 


Among the more prominent monuments le the Bara Cumhact 
This looks lke a tomb but is actually the gateway to an 
adjoining mosque. Built in the late 15th century, Ris an 
pcallent example of the architectural style af that poled, 
During my visits tothe park in tha sly 80s, | hau ted that 
a pai of Aloxethine parakests [Psitacula eupatia) were 
nesing Ma efevice Neer ine 19p of ne ease wa EF He 
Bare Guunbial jus! below Zac dome, There was ne mistaking 
{We dee red patch on the sroulcers and the rose pins collar 
cfthe male. tas obviously ticger than the comrroner rose- 
ringed perakeet (7 kzomar onetwith a mate maasive rad bil 
(Over a three-year nie! fron 1981 to 1984, Thad seen this 
pir fairly olen in oF near t's crevice or inthe surreunding 
lange tees, of which the Lodi Garden nas e good nuribes, 


I ysitad he Lea Garcen again n Maren iis year (eww), ater 
gap afmere than 15 years [Hover that thera wn » pen 
Alaxanchine parakcote in exacly te gains ates near the gast 
wall ofthe Bara Gurbad.| didnot stayin the Parkengsncuga 
focsoifitwasusing the sare creviceas'| had seen adecede 
and ahat back but the ralrwas Inthe tree neatesithe wall in 
Which the cubes. 
| em wording f hiss tha sams pai that Ihad se2nearle! 
| expect hat some readsre hava merc information on whether 
nest iy ia the same spot yaar after yeer 
for periods of up to 15-20 years. hvould be happy to know. 


pecatoeie corti 


Another interesting tem | would ike to report is that in the 
Course of the short eneshour walkin the park, | wes able to 
seu Gs Hy as 9 pS UT Uy [oNbils (Turku Giusti). 
Normally you see one, and sometimes two, pairs in @ 
correspending pesiod. 


ttt 


(QOCURNENCE OF BLACK STORK CICONIA NIGAA 
(LINNAEUS) IN KOLE WETLANDS OF THRISSUR, 
KERALA. Dp. E.A.JAYSON, Keraia Forest Pessarch hsftute, 
Peach! 880 858, Kerala 


Kole wetland in Thetssur Ulsres ke one UF Bye fnpuitant 
sintering crouncs for migratory bidsin Kerala, The eres les 
inbetween 10" 20 and 10° 20 lastude and 75° 58! and 76° 
411" Elorgitude, extending to about 11,000 ha. Kola wetlancs, 
ara stuatee below see level and paddy Is euvsted curing 
the monihs of October to Apri, afar draining water. During 
mansoon season (dune to Soptsmben the whole area is 
Inuiwialed. As « pat uf dalaibducalegical studies on wetland 
bids, survays were inated in fe year 1963. Durina the 
‘surveysblack store Cicanianigra wasrecorcedfrom the area, 
07 4.1.2000. The spies was sighted leading in the musts 
slong with a flosk of sight whitenecked stork Cleaniz 
‘episcopus, litle earet (Earette garzetta) and median eqiet 
(Forelta interiecta). Painted store (Myctoria ioucoceptals), 
‘vow bild stork Anastonus osstans)and nie stork (Bieon’a 
alconla} wore alse recorded from tie ares cing our slusies 
“The sighted back stork was an inimature with dark brown 
read, neck ara upper breast. Ine yp of each wing earner 
ns al ‘fl own lank: the 
under paris were while andthe beak enclegs were yellowish 
“The epeses sa rere wirervslor tthe Thrissur Kole wetand 
Durleg nie otely wo recorded 30 spaces a winter visite in 
Ite Kele wellande, whion showad the irportance cf the area 
‘asa wintering ground for mcratcrybirés of the Central Asian- 
Ireian nyway (anonymeus, 1236), 


The melts wn 


Roview of fterntire mveniod tant Ali(1@A4) hms nt rartnt 
blecksterkirom Kerala. Kurup (969) hac resortedthne spacies 
fom Trekkady In Periyar Tiger Resérve. Other then thase 
Fevious recorcs of she species In Kerala were trom 
Parambilulam and Walayur in Palakkad District, 
Chamaravattam in Malapurani Listict, (Neelakanten et a 


Sawstntie lar irate 


{85R) This the fat eevee af Fae sinrlenm Ka wetlanrls 
of Thrissur vin is in the coastal plains of Kerala. 
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BLACK HEADED ORIOLE FEEDING YOUNG INDIAN 
(CUCKOO. K V. ELDHOSE, Kavumgampalil House, P.O. Bot 
25 Koarampsea PA, Ervalilam Dist, Warala 

This ita report a rare eighling fa south inslan black headed 
tise (Crialus xantiomue maderaspatanus) feeding a young 
Inclin cuckoo (Cuculus miciopioms microptcras) 

‘nus was trstsean on 21-,2u00 and contnuad on 22-5-2000 
and 235 2600, near Kalappara frabarepot, wa kms. be‘ore 
‘he Thattekad Bird Sanctuary ai Emakulam Dist. Kerala 
The young Indian cuckoo ts oast} Identified by is habit of 
Wagaing tis tau ikea pupay, wile bagging anc eecnng, 


[would bie Bulerssted to hese from reacsts ahenit sirslar 
sightings. 
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GREEN NUNIA. AESHITA MUKHERJEE and C.K. BORAD, 
‘atonal Ives Growers Cooperauve Federation Ld., MULE 
Campus. Aram! 388 601. Guiarat 


The qlobelly threatened green munia Estria formosa is @ 
tare bid sen in Gujarat wilh vary few sightings. Ali (1958), 
has recorder the bie at Palanpur, Nevegam ana Dedlapare 
in Guierat but there ere no reperts of siohtinas irom Kutch of 
Saurashtra. Monga and Naoraj (1984) have sory na bird 
itl a ew vegetation along Mazda rvernesr Dectapar. 
They dd not noice anv san of breedine. 

‘There i no detailed study available ofthis species. However, 
recently a sichting near Mt Abu appeared in NLBW (Lodhiya 
(929). Every tuoi isin, wale new, a eae 
ofthe existing data. is sinificant. 


Gn dane €th. 1989 aparrol oreen munias was seen near the 
‘water outlet ci Mayo Hospital in EME ‘B' company campus, 
Banels. The vai we yuiotly ein vit a busy snub uf 
‘Lowsonia zibe acfacent to an open wastelanc. Nex! morning 
wwe bicc to spot the per egain and aiior a brie! search we 
‘sonfemed ia proserae in tha aefoocnt field (ops land sith 
bushes) about300 mfrom the place of sighting onthe previous 
day. 


The resort by Abrar Ahmed (1388) clesrly indicates that 


lrapring is a major thraal fo tha green munia population 
Probably this could ba ene imporant reason bahind is rarty. 
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BINDS UF Litt INDIAN SUBCONTINENT: REJOINDER. 
LAVKUMAR KHACHER, 646, Vasluninman, Gandhinagar 
382022 


Today, 18th Apri 2000 Is a day rather heavy on my hand. 
sce ! env all packed tage avy tonnoniaw W Une Mitel, 
| algo fool a Ile sav to leave all the binds who came to feed 
‘on the food | pul oul. Thera is just no way | ean ensure that 
thay got handout, but it dopreacing 1 any farewell te all 
these friends | anticipete joining the exuberant paradise 
fiyeaishers and the whisting thrushes. So with a long hot 
‘ahamocn choad | was more than pleased to get Val. 49, No. 
2, March/Aprii2000 ofthe NLand to find Gopi Sundar taking 
tre to tascon my “denouncing Gnmamatt stars bok. His, 
| have net “denounce the huge effart which this hack most 
assured is but | sill etand by my comments on the book 
Luing two buayy (o be canlau around and forthe poset. 1 
‘one can aford the moray, tha fst huy should he a pei of 
‘900d binocular, and a rogular going aut birdwatching, 


‘To cut rings stor, the authors sensing the possitiehestation 
have brougnt aut pocket ealtan, One wae gent outiomeby 
‘one of my young ecolites. This book ie indeed convenient to 
‘carry: ns cistbution maps are clear and do not need 2 
sraanifying lens. and the book cartainly ming’es well on my 
shelf wth the European Field Guides. However, Iti find tha 
ustativus uf eaplur, yulle ean lov, warbler, wile very 
(nadequate ard, can esk Gopi Sundar to help novicos fa tnd 
the rufous belied babbler - thoes charming litle birds that 
Visit me regularly. And, what ebout tha opotied bablar ? Ao 


Newstettr far Birewvatchors 


for the book's “crussing of borders inta Bangladesh, Bhutan 
Nepal, Pakisia and Sri Lsika” all tho old beck alsa dealt 
wih tho cubuoilinort. In any can, with the dovmateing, the 
book is new worth purclasiag, As | had sald In my 
*dencunseiner erie” “Ihe ilustaors ara far sunetior to 
ary of tha earia Lewes” tia ib rnc ave haan tar more 
feassuring we were toll Ural the axotis sounding Hauelin's 
{yu may fhe wapteit abe ule bullae noun Reming Gul [or 
is i?) und had itnot boon for my knowina that our creat black 
heaved gull as Larue icotlyaetus| woud heve conebonkers 
louking far wh ta now Nene the Feila's gull, The giealast 
cticis of this Boo is that it covers the area of Selim AFS 
Handbook and so as a consideration tous a cross referens> 
should nave bean providacl 8/89, a pocket guide cannot bo 
inforrative tobe a re'srence Look. The pocke guides warn 
Possessing by field rampars. The aldbank | meted out harsh 
treatmern™ will he a perity qbjee! on the shelf or goed for 
thumbing tuough iy the “aiichalrbiedwetcher, Nething more, 


tot 


BROWNROCK CHAT CERCOMELA FUSCA: EXTENSION 
OF RANGE INTO GUJARAT. LAVKUMAN KIACIILH, 640, 
Vastenimisn, Gandhinagar 362 022 


(On Sunday Zoth February, visiting & fiend in Vadodara, | 
Noteed a brown bird atop a teloplione pols just cusside the 
ala. The eh e-ncterisie 

billis shared with the larger lorata blue rock thrush Mentccia 
suters un! tis urform biown resemsles a ternal Indkan 
fabin Savicola ivicate o| the sama sae. Ils emaller size ane 
the brewn colour separates vie chat from tha female tush, 
fd the fact thatthe tal i not ralsud alove the back but 
Instead, slomly raised end loworod, separates * ftom the 
Jerrale fob, All lrwe species can bo seen together. Dating 
my student daye: in Dell I had brown rock chet fearlessly 
fener my room ane unt aanavig the books for moscutos and 
39,1 am very familar with ne bf, and | knew Iwas seaing an 
oldtriend Ara while, i law up to the top ot he house and 
‘my identification was confioned cr 2tet February morniy | 
‘vas awakened by a tirush Ike song and goirg cut saw the 
chat atclesehanc. It fawdowln tie gntn whens itwes icirec 
by, presumadly “is mate. Neaiby,a fomale Indlan rosin was 
fumimegiry a avubletieuy ar thaita wondemul apgortanty 
to compare the tn species 


vince earn and avery ene 


Since brown rock chats are rasan, suspect Iwas watching 
® cesider: pair. Girawatchers ny eanlral Gujarat and these 
visiting the Pawagadh Hil clauld gin svery fomele lnian 
robin 2 second glance. Thor is allikelihood a! the reek chat 
being mora wiceepread in Gujarat then its hitherto krewn 
Dreseras in Karnhh, heen pilevape rn nerth Gujarat south 


Being an endemic species, we nesd to have siformaticn of 
the Erown reck cat's poser 1x Madhya Praresn, Uer 
Pragesh and the Punjab an¢ adiahiing Rajasthan 


birdwatchers in Vadodara might conlast Anhok Gorndin of 
the Convent of Jesus and Mary with a request to ba ehown 
Ing resident chats is neightourhood. One shouldassume 
this chatis common in end around Vadodara und i larga'y 
overico%ed as being «1 ubiquitous Indien rab. 
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VULTURE WATCH IN KUTCH. SN VARUand JK. TIWARI, 
Temple Street, Juravas, Machapur, Kutch, Gujarat -376 020. 
The deat in vulture peaulation ever the last few years was 
Drought to eur nalise by she arielea witan in ann to Cath 
by Dr. Ranmaniand in Hom by Dr, Vibhu Prakash. Na one 
‘vet tcugit that birds lke wuitures would one day becoma a 
‘hreotened svecies, Whatever nay Le ina reezn (geese oF 
Ddveruse of arganechorne insecticises in our agiculturat 
lands), the resut is alaring 


Four residert species of vultures occur in Kutch cleat vz. 
rien pid vuluure, leng-blled vulture, king vumure nd 
Egyptian vulture. Two magratoty species coma to Kitch i=, 
\Ginereous and Griff vultur. Looking a the sight rasords of 
“mules in tre dsiret inte last aacade we realises that here 
was a genaial daziine also in the numher of sightinge arc 
‘uinoer o individuals in each sight, The general deciine in 
nuMDErS cous be attnbuiedia Ine over uswot inseatices in 
acriutura wid use af hazarriave shemicals by the eat 
grazers tokillthe predator epeces like wolves. The Maldnars 
mix poison in the careass to lll the wolves end che 
‘contaminated flesh is eaten by all the seavangere including 
the valores 


The tho d'sestrous cyclones in Kutch, (lh shine 1998 and 
Tein and 20th Way 1899) took # heavy tell inluding wires, 
At loaet &n waltires dod in Naya town, The vulture ore a 
very hardy species and, we have observed whte-urped 
\ullures struggling on trees for aver 24 to 35 hours standing 
‘rong eycionadwinds andheavy afne. The non step rainaand 
strong wird lack atoll ofthcusands of parakeets, doves end 
«emma ossserines apact from vultures, 


‘ory interesting, the white rured vulture is the species 
Uihich noste on tho trace But hora in Abeaos taluka at some 
pPlacesiike Nalya, Jakhau, Lela atethey are ebsanvediiesting 
fin house tons. The houses are nol the abardaned anes. 
Vultures make noctein the dee ofbusy marvels, Thehwuse- 
‘owners are generally Jains whe befava in non-yo!2nee. This 
‘ype of nesting is perhaps not reported elsewhere, 


During the last cyclone in Kutch it wes cbsserved that about 
{20,000 eattlo dod, Hazaréous ohomiosls tke the DOT Bl IS 
‘was used hy verain Government agencies ly dspace af the 
carcasses, This caused a heavy Juinage to seavengers like 
vulture. 


(Op many occasions we have conve seress deed valtws ying 
near the carcasses of calle. Near Motl-Viran town of Kutch 
about 10 whie-runrpes vulties were s2en dead eur a decd 
‘cow, On 20th March 2000, | (IKT} came acrass a soaring 
concentration 0359 willebacked ard longbiad vutures near 
tive Sayin village sre! on 22nd March this year 180 vubures 
were ebgarvad coaingnea: Melber vilage in Abdaes taluka. 
These two sightings could cuggest a recovery in vulture 
pouulstins (7) at leas) Macinn small packat cf Kutch dere 


Vulture watsh groupe should be formed in all pars of the 
county as suggested by the BNHS, 


et 


HOMAGE TO AN UNCOMMON BINDWATCHER - LATE 
‘SUSHILA BAI ADIGE. S. RANGASWAM, Risit Valley 
Eucetion Conte, Rishi Vallay 617 252, £.B. 


Grot \ayond wards oveitook me when tread inthe ebituery 
column of The Hindu dated § May last tat Smt. Sushila Bal 
‘Aage paceed away. Site vas not oniy an avid blrawarcner 
bu. 2{s9 a Ifelong learner. | carne to know her only through 
her epplicetion for joiring the Home Study Course 
‘Setoyy (Mey Ce) 99) nwa TeRSS Nad wo Nt Ute t 
bind) es 14.6.7021 and led stated, in ll humility that though 
‘she hed aocomparied Dr. Saim Alion many kirdng sessions 
sad cull ila fae 1a alls io vy lls aba 
26 such, INence har casko to fain the course. | should add 
that sie has been a regular subscriber of NLBW all long and 
har nam ial inthe it 


Deoring ita prvilago ta have ae my etudont a lady of eush 
rare avicty for eugmenting her knowledge of birds desote 
hor advanced age '7@yr3) wrote to her that Iwes exempting 
hoe from Past Ind fil test whic enti sty ne 
jnstead | would (ka Ist io sond a bref natative about her 
Diawatening experiences wih UF. Salim A tor is archival 
value (Its given elon) 


She submitted nertest answer 
the fina tes, well ahead ol the éatos acs\gned and sought 
yeni Lakin isp Uline Kurd Bs, V. Das ot 
the fits feet and ol het daughter-in-law Brinda for making a 
computer pint out of ier answers ‘or the fnel test, saying “I 
ev pony | es eb de is Bye ananecs rr owr Kiet 
ty writin fe eo bad hal avon | cannot dee'pher some oft 
wns avian ruler of 26.1088 she aekled "thank 


‘you and al invelvad in making tis course possible. I have 
Enjoyed it anc am richer in my krawiedge. | vish you many 
rere years of rutfl stusies and pursu 

the cortieate without a day's cele. 


Is jpy | azperianesd on receiving her letteris ineffable. The 
tnought:het sucha senior irdwateher, wth such intense anc 
insatiable tis for knowledge tl the lest days other ite chose 
‘a be my student inspres me snd qives me a sansa ol 
fultinert au ne ulier eer ious of mis so far the sight 
decades of my life hae given, The Neweletsr fraternity ter 
‘nel condolerces tothe bereaved fam 


Fog Wo, 375, Pal, Dr. Sai Ali ari 


“Se thet srallove braw tt shakin he eatuastes? 
‘That Isa spoted baabler”*Leok at tha slender bul 


Unerosted #agle, cars brovin above and whitebeow, it is 


ferkrecloued? Hei he black and orangally eateier 
He is usualy seen singly butoften has his mae reatsy- 
“Thace ard other nugests of nfernatoncn fora ardfauna 
wera tot fo ie by the las Le. Sains A 


Dr. Satin twas a Simp, lovable person, tall of Farmar 
{hosted nin trios in Conaar in he Nios where he had 
ceme fostpenisehis student Rezaicnan, who was ésing 
bie these for Phd on the bask and orange flyatoher 
‘When Br. Selim Alknew tnatf was kean btdane nature 
watcnat, re tock re war nimion nis ips tvarous snoias 
{nd jungles, Two other students - Susathan ang Daniel 
io tar leon Ua Ur, ta wre wily Slt Or 
Snr bevallen a rheda, Sligathar wa amp ceeetiog 
‘natsver ues [ve anc puting itn his specmen 98g. One 
Wi tleee as ¢ sia anaker The thee en acelied 
iocttie it stsked it saying how rice was. "hey then 
bllajedl Wo me Far anata and slvoung, |, wh tad & 
heathy repulsion fer snekes, lound myself wih three 
smiking men whe were sure euld nat tush ft Finely, 
itor mnich urgng and screwing wp courage, lYouchad & 


bitgety wh eve lngar ane four € as wot sting and | 
feniaye tour Pag 
Dr. San Al eyed wh my ony Nara Mr, OF 


‘course, [as thee. Wo went to 329 and photegraah bex 
naine Laviuiam vibe sanctuary, reacnecty aceven 
rrilenavrowrtrack, wet the rain, Weeaw eaddebacks, 
camrbar ard fla tke drovers, 


We methim last al his ause in Bombay in 1078. twas 8 
‘eat pivlegs and pleesire knewira Dr. Salim A 
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Gover: Canada Goose (Frarta canarfensi) Gno of ‘na most 
ramen sor terline nnn of Ath Anovon, eencanty oxpantg 
iigran= Har a cegnosia bask baad and reoh matiad wth & 
ite ‘Shin stp’ Floss cf Caraca Geese forage ebout lav, 
(ressiends arc epermeshes, cien uteraglouc resonant doute 
oles ‘nonk-zionk. 

“The bind wns phetograhed at aake in Farmington Hila, Michigan 
“The cune's of @ nestby house nad provised a sand ber shelter 
‘Uraor ea efira Pninctt ies tay ele Uns pecan 
therresting #8 


Pholo:  Stthar, APS 


